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   FORGOTTEN VICTIMS OF
THE
  TEN YEAR SIERRA LEONE
WAR.
We have all seen and heard of the
poverty and diseases that many
suffer in all parts of the third
world.  Imagine what it would be
like if you are a person of special
needs.
In 2008 Work Teams became
aware of the conditions of the
children and staff at the Kabala
School for the Blind.  They were
living in horrible conditions in a
partially destroyed house.  Forty-
five students shared 10 beds, ate
donated food when available,
cooked by an 8 year old sighted
boy, used one dilapidated outdoor
toilet, and drank dirty water from
an open well. A small but
dedicated staff, also blind, tried to
teach what they could with no
books or supplies. With help from
the Work Teams and local United
Methodist Church members,
attention was drawn to  the
inhumane conditions.   
                Thank you.

Within two years a new
classroom building was erected

and     construction    of    a   new

dormitory was started.  The
Principal of the School stated that
his students would use the
classroom as living quarters until
the dormitory was finished.  A
new covered well with a pump
was dug and six outdoor toilets

were completed.  The students
were receiving the help they
needed but there was still one
group of     forgotten victims, the
blind staff.  They are heroes
because they cared for the
students when all were   refugees
being threatened by the rebels.

 Senior teacher and his first cane.

In 2010 the Work Teams started
construction of staff quarters for
the blind teachers. It will be a
duplex with room for four staff
members and families.  The 2010
Teams helped erect the building
from bare ground up to window
height, all by hand.  The 2011
teams want to finish the work so
the staff can move in this year.
          2011 WORK TEAMS.
Two teams of 15 will be in Sierra
Leone this summer.  The teams
will work at: The School for the
Blind, teaching and building; at
Heritage High School, painting
and working with the staff and
students; and at NarSarah Clinic.
           
           A POT LUCK DINNER
In the gospels a story is told of
Jesus teaching a large crowd of
people. The Disciples said Jesus
should send the crowds home so
they can eat and rest.  The
Disciples were overwhelmed by
the problem.  Jesus asked them to
help feed everyone.  He didn’t ask
for a strategy or a description of
the magnitude of the problem.
He asked what they had to offer.
One boy was willing to give up
his 5 loaves and 2 fishes (John
6:9).  The crowd saw Jesus bless
the meager amount of food and
decided to share what little they

had. As a result of the willingness
of one young boy to give up his
food the whole group was fed
with some left over.  It may be
the first church pot luck dinner.
The work in 2008 started because
one person said “I can do
something about the toilets.”
Another said “Let’s pool our
money to buy paint.”  One more
said “Let’s work here daily in
addition to our other project.”
One by one offers were made to
solve the overwhelming problem.
The budget for the staff quarters
is $52,000.  Maybe what you
offer will be the inspiration that
provides the $37, 000 needed to
finish the project.
Mail your check to Operation
Classroom, c/o Hope and Les
Law, 25271 Westridge Road,
Golden, CO 80403.  Donate by
credit card by using the web site
www.operationclassroom.org.
Note that your donation is for the
Kabala UMC School for the
Blind.


